SUMMARY
is an organ-specific autoimmune disease and serves as a model of human acute anterior uveitis. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Animals
RESULTS
Proteins were eluted with a 10-500 mM gradient of NH4Cl and divided into fractions 1 (10-100 mM NH4Cl),2 (100-200 mM NH4CI) and 3 (200-350 mM NH4CI). Each fraction was used to immunise male Lewis rats. Seventy-five micrograms of the antigen, mixed with CFA and PTX, was injected into a hind footpad using a single dose induction protocol. All antigen fractions were pathogenic in recipient Lewis rats (Table I) , and the disease (EAAU) caused by these fractions resembled AAU in humans. How ever, fraction 2, eluted with 100-200 mM NH4Cl, was most pathogenic as it induced moderate to severe disease bilaterally, in all animals, with the day of onset around day 10-12 post-immunisation (Table I) . 
DISCUSSION
Human acute anterior uveitis (AAU) is a common form of intraocular inflammation. We, and others, Table I . Induction of EAAU in Lewis rats by the proteins eluted from a CM-sepharose column Peak no. was not a homogeneous preparation as it contained more than one protein band. Efforts are currently being made to further purify these proteins using preparative PAGE.
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Thus, our results demonstrate that bovine MAA has been partially purified using cation exchange chromatography. Studies on the further purification and characterisation of the pathogenic antigen(s) are under way in our laboratory.
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